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VOTE OF THANKS
The President and committee wish to thank

●Main Sponsor Home Land Holdings
●Management of Denbies wine estate
●Donors of our raffle prizes
●All other sponsors
●Our advertisers for contributing to the Souvenir
●Exceed for their fantastic music
●Praneeth Hettiarachchi, for his photography
●All past Presidents and their spouses and friends
●All spouses of current committee members
●Each and everyone of you present tonight
● The editor of the souvenir, Dr Mahendra Gonsalkorale
● All others who contributed to this event
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18.00  Drinks reception in the Cellar

18:45  Guests take their seats
18:55  President's welcome address
19:00  Event Sponsor’s presentation
19;15  Law Medical Cricket and Golf trophy presentation
19:20  Dinner is served with Light music by the Band

   and sale of Raffle Tickets

20:15  Dance floor opens with first dance to the music of Exceed
20:20  Dancing continues

21:15  Dance display by Dr Anushka Seneviratne/ Luke Miller
21:30  Dance session 2

22:30  Raffle draw and auction

23:00  Dance session 3



President:            Dr Melanie Weerasuriya
Vice President:  Prof Niro Nirmalan
Secretary:             Dr Shani Anthony
Treasurer:             Dr Kumuduni Dissanayake

Council members
Dr Shirmila Withana
Mr Harsha Jayamanne
Dr Hasini Banneheke
Prof Dileepa Ediriweera
Dr Narmadha Nair
Dr Nimali Widanage

Co-opted  members
Mr Ajantha Jayatunga
Dr Andrew Nayagam
Dr Roshan Amarasena
Dr Sati Ariyanayagam
Prof DYD Samarawickrama
Dr Champa Sumanasuriya
Dr Janaka Weeratunge
Dr Channa Hewamadduma
Dr Auffer Asver
Dr Manohar Mahadeva
Dr Roshan Perera
Dr Thushara Rodrigo
Dr Lanka Alwis
Dr Chaminda Sellahewa
Dr Rajitha Abeysekera
Dr Harsha Lakshman
Dr Shyamalie Bopitiya

Advisory members
Prof Mahesh Nirmalan
Dr Alistair Solomonsz
Dr Ruwan de Soysa
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Immediate Past President: Prof Suranjith Senevirathne

Immediate Past Secretary: Dr Kirana Arambage
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Dear Colleagues and Friends,

It gives me great pleasure, on behalf of the committee of the Sri Lankan Medical and Dental
Association (SLMDA) UK, to welcome each and every one of you to our flagship event, the
Autumn Charity Ball, being held at Denbies Winery in Surrey on the 15th of November 2025.

Our Association, the SLMDA UK, is one of the longest-standing
professional organisations in the UK, and it is a great honour
and privilege to have had the opportunity to lead this
organisation for the second time, continuing its endeavours to
the best of my ability. I thank the past presidents who’ve ensured
that the SLMDA serves its purpose, which is to uphold its
commitment to medical education in Sri Lanka. We strive to
continue this by collaborating with Sri Lankan academics,
providing annual research grants to encourage collaborative
research among young Sri Lankan doctors, and through our
flagship book donation project to the 14 medical and dental
schools.

In the past three years, during the time of crisis and turmoil, in addition to our regular
charitable projects, we were able to help our motherland by successfully raising funds of
£150,000 to help purchase and distribute essential medicines and medical supplies by
establishing a pathway to procure essential medicines and medical supplies through
collaboration with Sri Lanka’s professional colleges. A similar project was undertaken during
the COVID pandemic where essential medical equipment to the Sri Lankan health system
was provided.

Also, our annual Law-medical cricket, netball, and golfing events are highly anticipated as
social and sporting events of the SLMDA. This year SLMDA were the proud winners of both
the Law-medical cricket and golf tournaments.

I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to our main sponsors, Home Lands Holdings,
and to those who provided raffle prizes, advertisements, and made individual donations,
without whom this event would not have been possible.

Finally, I would like to thank the SLMDA committee and their spouses, Exceed for providing
the music, Praneeth Hettiarachchi for capturing the important moments, the compères, the
staff at Denbies, especially Kelly, our event planner, who was meticulous with her attention
to detail.

I hope each and every one of you will have an enjoyable and memorable evening!

Thank you

GP and Clinical Director, Penge Primary Care Network (PCN),
Bromley
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Dear Guests,
It is with heartfelt gratitude that I extend my warmest greetings
to all members, sponsors, well-wishers, and visitors of the SLMDA
in the United Kingdom.

Each year, our journey together continues to affirm the values
that define us, compassion, unity, and service. Through our
collective efforts, we not only strengthen bonds within our
community but also reach across oceans to support healthcare
and education in our motherland.

This souvenir is more than a reflection of our achievements, it is
a celebration of our shared spirit, our heritage, and our
commitment to give back with grace and gratitude.

Enjoy the event tonight with music, good food, laughter, and unity.

With warm regards and best wishes

Secretary, SLMDA UK

Dear Guests

“Every human carries the duty to serve and uplift others.”
It is my great pleasure to welcome you all to this year’s Sri Lankan
Medical Ball. This special evening brings together our community to
celebrate friendship, culture, and our shared dedication to service.
It has been a privilege to work alongside such a passionate and
committed team in organising events that not only bring joy and
connection but also contribute to meaningful causes. Through the
funds raised, we are proud to continue our regular book donations
to fourteen medical schools across Sri Lanka - supporting the
education and future of aspiring doctors. In addition, we have been
able to provide much - needed medical resources, equipment, and

other materials to enhance learning and patient care in these institutions.
I would like to extend my heartfelt gratitude to our sponsors, donors, and guests for your
generosity and support. Your presence here tonight helps us continue this tradition of giving
back and strengthening the bonds within our community.
Wishing you all a wonderful evening filled with laughter, warmth, and cherished memories.

Best wishes

Consultant Anaesthetist
Walsall Manor Hospital NHS Trust
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SLMDA is the oldest Sri Lankan

professional association in the UK.

The inaugural meeting was held at

the Ceylon Tea Centre in London on

Saturday the 27th March 1982 with

Dr Seetha Siriwardena in the chair

The original aims of the Sri Lanka DoctorsAssociation as it was called then, were tohelp Sri Lankan medical schools and tocreate a forum for the SL doctors to
exchange academic ideas and socialpleasantries.

The first 
Christm

as Dance

held on the 31st

December 1982 was

attended by a massive

gathering of 454

The SLMDA was recognised as a

registered charity (No:800821) by the

UK Charity Commissioner in 1990. Also

in the same year, SLMDA held its first

Dinner Dance outside London, in

Warrington, Cheshire

The first D
inner Dance of the SLMDA was

held on the 26th of June 1982 at the

Cunard International Hotel in London.

Ticket price was £12.50.

The first Annual
General Meeting and
Scientific Meeting held
outside London was in
Bisley, Surrey in 2003.

The first academic meeting was

held on the 19th of March 1988

under the aegis of Dr Punchihewa

and Dr Izmeth.

2015 

2010 I

and Founder’sprizes and abstract booklet .

SLMDA fact finding tour of SriLankan medical faculties 2015

The first Law MedicalCricket match was held in2004

http://www.srilankan-mda.org.uk/
Drawing by Lakshmi Perera

2022 
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SLMDA 2025 Scientific Sessions - Programme

‘Health aspects related to our homeland – Sri Lanka’
Sunday 4th May 2025

08.15 - 08.55 Registration and Sri Lankan Breakfast/Coffee

08.55 - 09.00 SLMDA President’s Welcome – Prof. Suranjith L Seneviratne

Session 1: Chairs - Dr Melanie Weerasuriya and Dr Shayamalie Bopitiya

09.00 - 09.30 Detection and Management of Dr Duminda Munidasa
Early arthritis Consultant Rheumatologist

Past-President Ceylon College of Physicians
Trainee presentations
09.30 - 09.40 Abstract Oral -1 Dilhan Jayaweera

09.40 - 09.50 Abstract Oral -2 Oshith Wendakoon

Session 2: Chairs - Dr Alistair Solomonsz and Dr Shirmila Withana

9.50 - 10.20 Leptospirosis Pulmonary Haemorrhage Dr Wimalasiri Hewa Uluwattage
- a looming threat in the tropics Consultant Physician ,Past President, Galle

Medical Association

Trainee presentations
10.20 - 10.30 Abstract Oral -3 Dinul Doluweera

10.30 - 10.40 Abstract Oral -4 Yohan Gunawardena

10.40 - 10.50 Abstract Oral -5 Venuja Jayawardena

10.50 - 11.15 Tea Break and Poster viewing

Session 3: Chairs - Dr Roshan Perera and Prof Mahesh Nirmalan

11.15 - 11.45 The use of AI in quality Improvement Mr Rakesh Kaipenchery
through automation of medical records Mr Mike Reeve

CEO and Advisory Board Member
HealthOrbit AI

11.45 – 12.15 Personalised Medicine: the future Prof. Suranjith L Seneviratne
President, SLMDA

SLMDA Oration 2025
12.15 – 12.45 Colorectal Cancer in Sri Lankan: Prof Ishan De Zoysa

our experience Professor in Surgery
President CoMSAA

12.45 – 1.15 Awards and closing ceremony
1.15 - 14.00 Lunch
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http://www.srilankan-mda.org.uk/
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Autumn Ball 2024 Page  16
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The 19th Law Medical match was planned to be held at
the usual venue in Harrow on the 19th of July 2025. With
glorious weather in June we all eagerly anticipated another
exciting encounter. Unfortunately  as the day approached,
the weather  forecasts spelt gloom. After consultation with
the ground staff it was clear that the match would have to
be abandoned. There was no availability for the grounds
for the rest of the summer either.

The Frantic search
A Frantic search for an alternative date and venue ensued.
Priyantha Siriwardane suggested Chelmers park in
Chelmesford and confirmed availability of two smaller
pitches. And an adjacent netball court. Priyantha took on
the enormous task of making sure the officials were
arranged and all the local arrangements sorted. As fortune
would have it the main pitch became available due to a last
minute cancellation of a local club game.
The weather on the day was sunny but not scorching. The
pitch seemed to be hard and true with a thin covering of
grass and the outfield appeared parched and fast.

Several injuries prevented the SLMDA fielding their best
team. Fortunately a couple of the seniors became
available. The youthful skipper Matiss Siyambalapitiya
energised the team. The Law team which lacked a
Warnapala name for the first time probably since the
inception of the Law Medical encounters, was led by Delrik
Adhikari.

The Lawyers stumble
The toss was again won by the Law captain Delrik ,  true
to the trend over the past many years. After some
deliberation the lawyers elected to bat first. An unusually
slow start by Legal’s standards with the opening bowlers
Dinath Alwis and Sisira Aththaragama applying
tremendous pressure. The first 5 overs yielded 5 runs for
1 wkt. On their back foot from the start they lost the first 4
wickets for 39runs . An excellent catch in the gully by Vinod
and another caught and bowled by Dinath  set the tone.
When last years’ centurian Hussein was snapped up
sharply by Dinil Siriwardane behind the wickets the lawyers
were in dire straits. A partial recovery  and rebuild ensued
when skipper Delrik  was joined by Dineth Seneviratne .
The latter chose to attack as the best form of defence with
some lusty blows until he was trapped by Neal
Seneviratne’s wily spin. When Delrick departed to a very
smart run out to a direct throw by Dinath Alwis the writing
was on the wall. 6 down for 119  and anticipation of a quick
run through the lower order was in the air particularly when
the 7th wicket fell at 128 in the 24th over.

As the part time bowling attack seemed to lose the radar,
the steady heads of the  lower order batters prevailed. A
rear-guard action by Usitha Karunasekera (31), Gayan
Perera (32 N.O.)  Ananda Arun Joseph (10) and Romiru
Thanthirimudali (8) bolstered the score and the lawyers
totalled a respectable 228 runs all out.
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 The challenge will be to try and hold on to it in the years
to come as I am sure The Lawyers will try their utmost to
wrestle it back next year.

Summary
ASSLUK 228 allout in 43 overs Delrick Adhikari 27,
Dineth Seneviratne 34,Usith Karunasekera 31, Gayan
Perera 32no.
Neal Siriwardane 2 for 34 off 9 overs, Bhanuka
Senasighe 3 for 34 off 4 overs

SLMDA 231 for 3 wickets,
Dinil Kodituwakku 40, Dinil Siriwardane 104 notout,
Matiss Siyambalapitiya 58,
Usith Karunasekera 1 for 40 off 7overs, AA Joseph 1
for 24 off 6 overs

Man of the match Dinil Siriwardane, Best batsman
Dinil Siriwardane,
 Best Bowler Neal Siriwardane

The SLMDA Second Team wins comfortably
On the adjacent pitch the SLMDA second team also won
comfortably . Batting first The SLMDA scored 230 allout
in 35 overs with 3 batters ( Ashan Gunaratne, Ashan
Seneviratne & Miyuru Mudduwa) retiring after scoring 30
runs. For the ASSLUK  A Karthikaran 3 for 34 and Levin
Warnapala 2 for 20 were the main bowlers.
The ASSL UK seconds batted 32.2 overs for 180 runs
with Manoj Warnapala returning to the crease remaining
unbeaten with 41 having run out of partners , D Aluvihare
31 and R Aluvihare 25 were the other main contributors.
The wicket takers being  Sisira Kankanamge 2 for 17, A
Muthulingam 2 for 33 and Janaka Weeratunga 3 for 20.
Man of the match Miyuru Mudduwa, Best Bowler
Janaka Weeratunga, Best batsman Ashan
Siriwardane

Netball Match:
For the first time this was played on a proper surface of
a netball court, with professional umpires. The very
youthful legal team ran away easy winners.
Scores..ASSLUK 21, SLMDA 10.

The last event  of the day was the usual friendly Tug of
War contest orchestrated by Auffer Asver, which brought
much enjoyment to the spectators.
Senior Lawyer Mr Sriharan the Vice President of
ASSLUK gave away the awards.

Cntd…For the SLMDA wickets were shared by Neal
Siriwardane 2/34 off 9, Bhanuka Senasinghe 3 for 34 off 4
overs, and a wicket each for Sisira Aththaragama, Dinath
Alwis, Matiss Siyambalapitiya and Kriss Jasinaratchi.
Unfortunately there were 63 extra runs added to the
Legals score  of which 51 runs being wides. The Doctors
showed a lot  of discipline and purpose on the field
holding their catches, with excellent ground fielding.
Special mention must be made of excellent captaincy by
young Matiss Siyambalapitiya who manipulated  his
limited bowling resources expertly. His enthusiasm was
infectious and the youthful team responded.

Medics romp home.
A duo of Dinils opened the batting for the medics . Dinil
Kodituwakku was full of elegance with crisp timing
particularly on the offside and Dinil Siriwardane played
with unhurried assurance.   92 runs  in a steady
partnership were added before an uppish stroke by
Kodituwakku (40/five 4s) was grabbed at mid wicket by
Hussain in the 14th over off Usith Karunasekera. This
paved the way for skipper Matiss to enter the fray. He
attacked the bowling from the word go and runs were
accumulated with relative ease. The second wicket
partnership yielded  another brisk 118 runs in 18 overs. In
trying to turn over the strike for his younger partner who
was nearing his century, Matiss (58 with 6 fours), ran
himself out unfortunately 13 runs short of the target.

Young Dinil Siriwardane was on the field all day. First
behind the wickets a very accomplished performance  with
the gloves especially with some wayward bowling on both
sides of the wicket. Two catches and a stumping being his
reward. Opening the batting  for SLMDA he scored a
chanceless unbeaten century in a very assured and ma-
ture manner. The young man showed great composure
well beyond his years. He will be a huge asset for the
SLMDA if we can secure his services in the future. The
Medics achieved their target with  a mere 3 wickets down,
to the jubilation of their supporters who had a long wait for
this success.
This young team, thus ended the stranglehold that The
ASSLUK had on the Law-Medical trophy. We have never
had the pleasure of holding the trophy since it was donated
in 2018.  The challenge will be to try and hold on to it in the
years to come as I am sure The Lawyers will try their
utmost to wrestle it back next year
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The SLMDA -SLGS Golf Tournament for the Jeeva Siriwardane
Trophy 2025 was held at the the most picturesque Westerham
Golf Club in Kent..
The trophy event was part of the wider SLGS golf tournament.
The attendance was great and the weather was obligingly sunny.
The result was fittingly close and the SLMDA secured victory
with a score of 372 against the SLGS’s 366, wresting back the
Trophy from the SLGS. Mr Ajantha Jayatunga accepted the
JS Trophy from SLGS President Tilak Kalawana.



Sri Lanka Medical  and Dental Association is a non- political, non-racial organization respecting
equality and diversity without any religious affiliations. It was founded in 1982 with a membership of Sri
Lankan doctors & dentists exceeding 400 at present.

The main aim of the SLMDA is to assist undergraduate medical & dental education in Sri Lanka.
However the constitution has recently been extended to support humanitarian causes of exceptional
significance to Sri Lanka. (E.g. 2004 Tsunami)..

Support to Sri Lanka is provided in the following ways.

Promoting Medical & Dental Education:

�� Annual book donation of about £18000/yr to libraries of 13 Medical Schools in Sri Lanka.
�� Award and bursaries (2/faculty/yr) to needy medical & dental students (Contact Treasurer)
�� Special Projects Eg. English Skills lab ( Contact Treasurer)
�� Lectures & workshops by expatriate doctors & dentists

Supporting Humanitarian Causes:

�� Support to medical & dental students affected by the Tsunami
�� Fitting of artificial limbs to Internally Displaced People (IDPs) in the rehabilitation camps

in Sri Lanka.

�� Covid emergency aids project to provide equipment and materials to Sri Lankan hospitals.
�� SLMDA UK emergency health aid programme

Income for the above is generated by the following means

�� Annual membership fee of £40 for doctors & dentists & free for medical & dental students.
�� Donations for Bursary scheme – £ 10 per month to fund 1 student

There are at least 4 separate events each year. Though some may not generate significant income, they are
still valuable to enable the Sri Lankan community to bond together

Annual General Meeting & Spring Scientific Sessions

This is usually on the Saturday of the Bank holiday in early May. It is a road show
with a differing theme & venue each year. The trainees/students session allows high
quality research & scientific presentations to be made, with a Founder’s Prize being
awarded for the best oral & poster presentation. Abstract are usually for called
around Feb/March each year. The day is concluded with a dinner dance & social
evening.
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http://www.srilankan-mda.org.uk/




