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AGM, Scientific Sessions & Dinner Dance on 30
th

 April 
 

The next Annual General Meeting, the Spring Scientific Sessions and the Spring Dinner 
Dance will be held on 30th April 2011 at the C & L Country Club, West End Road (off A40/M40), 
Northolt, Middlesex UB5 6RD. There will also be a Free Papers Session, Youth Forum and 
an Arts & Crafts Exhibition. The details are as follows: 
 

THEME: ά.Lw¢I IS AN ACCIDENT AND DEATH IS AN 9a9wD9b/¸ά 
 

SCIENTIFIC SESSIONS ON CRITICAL CARE MEDICINE 
9.00 AM Registration & Breakfast Reception (Buffet) with Trade Displays and Arts & Crafts Exhibition 
9.40 AM Welcome Address - DR. RASIEKA JAYATUNGA, President, SLMDA 
9.45 AM FIRST SESSION: Chair Prof. DYD Samarawickrama 
HAEMORRHAGES IN PREGNANCY - Mr. ALLISTAIR SOLOMONSZ, Consultant Obstetrician 
AIRWAY EMERGENCIES IN CHILDREN - Mr. C. PANAGAMUWA, Consultant ENT Surgeon 
IMAGING IN EMERGENCY   (U/S, C/T etc.)  - Dr. RAVI NAGENDRAN, Consultant Radiologist 
11.15 AM Tea/coffee in parallel with Poster Displays, Trade Displays and Arts & Crafts Exhibition 
11.30 AM SECOND SESSION: Chair Dr. Jayantha Arnold 
MANAGEMENT OF MAJOR TRAUMA - DR. PREMACHANDRAN, Consultant Emergency Medicine 
LIFE THREATENING ARRYTHMIAS - DR. K. RANJADAYALAN, Consultant Cardiologist 
RESPIRATORY SUPPORT (CPAP, BPAP etc.) - DR.  MAHESH NIRMALAN, Consultant Intensivist 
1.00 PM Vote of Thanks - DR. R.G. SANKARALINGAM (Organiser of the Event)  
1.05 PM Lunch (Buffet) in parallel with Posters Displays, Trade Displays and Arts & Crafts Exhibition 
 

FREE PAPERS SESSION - A Call for Presentations 
All young doctors, dentists, medical students and dental students are invited to present their work 
at the Free Papers Session. There are prizes for the best oral presentation and the best poster 
presentation. This will be an opportunity to sharpen your presentation skills. 

Please send abstracts (max. 250 words each) of your presentations by 31 March to: 
Dr. Rasieka Jayatunga, President, SLMDA via e-mail: rasieka@gmail.com 

 

2.00 PM ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
    With Parallel Sessions of Free Papers, Poster Displays and Youth Forum 
 

6.00 PM ARTS & CRAFTS EXHIBITION  
 

7.00 PM SPRING DINNER DANCE 

All events have to be pre-booked using the form sent with this Newsletter. 
Registration fee for Scientific Sessions: £10.00; Dinner Dance tickets £30.00 

Contact Person:  Dr. R.G. SANKARALINGAM, 106 Adelaide Road, West Ealing, London W13 9EB 
Telephone: 02085797986   Mobile: 07939840925    e-mail: rjrsan@hotmail.com 
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Amendment to the Constitution 
Two amendments to the constitution (subject to approval by the UK Charity Commissioners) will be 
tabled at the AGM. They are explained below: 
  

The current Constitution of the SLMDA (as amended in 1991,200 & 2006) has the following:  
 
Charitable objects:  
1. To advance and assist undergraduate medical and dental education of the universities of Sri 
Lanka 
2. TO PROMOTE PUBLIC AWARENESS IN RESPECT OF THE EDUCATIONAL NEEDS OF MEDICAL AND 
DENTAL UNDERGRADUATES OF SRI LANKAN UNIVERSITIES 
3. To promote and advise on postgraduate training opportunities in the UK for medical and dental 
graduates of Sri Lankan universities 
4. To promote and encourage formation and affiliation of groups whose objects and criteria for 
membership are the same as this organisation 
5. In the event of extraordinary circumstances brought about by a large scale natural or man- 
made tragedy in Sri Lanka, the Association will take such action as necessary to contribute its 
expertise in medicine, dentistry and health care provision to disaster management and alleviation 
of suffering of the people affected (See constitution for further details) 
 
The proposed amendments for ratification at the AGM on 30th April 2011 are: 

1. Deletion of No 2 ( highlighted in CAPS)  
2. Addition of a new Object as given below: 

TO FACILITATE SHARING OF PROFESSIONAL KNOWLEDGE, EXPERTISE, TECHNOLOGICAL 
ADVANCES AND RESEARCH MATTERS WITH COLLEAGUES IN SRI LANKA 

 

 

People 
Professor Samarawickrama was awarded an honorary Fellowship of the Sri Lankan Academy of Aesthetic & 
Cosmetic Dentistry SLAACD in recognition of his contribution to continuing professional education in Sri 
Lanka for many years. The award ceremony was followed by the Seventh SLAACD Oration delivered by 
Prof. Samarawickrama titled ñThe Beauty and the Dentistò. 
 

Prof. Samarawickrama was also honoured by the International Association for Dental Research East & 
Southern Africa Division when he delivered the Keynote Address titled ñMillennium Development Goals and 
Oral Healthò at their Annual Scientific Meeting held at Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania in October 2010.   
 
 

Flood Relief 
Most of you are aware of the effects of the recent floods in Sri Lanka. The death toll has risen to 50 at the 
time of going to press. Another 51 people have been injured in flood and landslide related incidents island-
wide. Over 1,079,842 people from 286,997 families have been affected, mostly in the East, Central and 
North Central provinces since last week. A total of 3859 houses have been fully damaged and a further 
19368 houses partially damaged by the natural disaster.  
 
SLMDA is in the process of providing relief which is likely to be channeled through Sarvodaya, the well 
known charitable organization in Sri Lanka. Members and well wishers are kindly invited donate whatever 
amount they can for this humanitarian cause.   
 

Please send your cheques made payable to ñSLMDA - UK Fund Raising A/Cò to: Dr. 
Champa Sumanasuriya, 152, Old Woking Road, Woking Surrey GU22 8LE. Please write 
ñFlood Reliefò on the back of the cheque. 

 

Please give generously. 
 

  



A Date for Your Diary 

Getting rid of Winter blues? 
Come and join our  

Barn Dance 
Organised by the SLMDA UK  

(In aid of the limb fitting project) 
 

Saturday 19th February 2011 

At 

Pyrford Village Hall, Coldharbour Lane, Pyrford, Woking GU22 8SN 

Time: 6.30 to 11.30 pm 

Dress Code: Sensible clothing and footwear 

Food: Sri Lankan cuisine 

Alcohol: Bring your own  

Cost: £20 

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE! 

Contact: Dr. Champa Sumanasuriya on 01483725026 / 07786648135 
or Dr. Chandra Weerasinghe on 07970972017 

 

 

Membership Matters 
Membership fees were raised to £30 per year in 2008. However, many members continue to pay 
previous, lower fee. Members are kindly requested to check their bank statements and issue fresh 
instructions to their banks to pay the current fee of £30 per year. SLMDA kindly asks members to 
consider making a Gift Aid Declaration with regard to the Membership Fee. Membership Form and 
Gift Aid Declaration Form are enclosed with this Newsletter. They can also be downloaded from 
the SLMDA website. 
 

 

Thirtieth Anniversary Celebrations of the Postgraduate Institute of 
Medicine, Colombo, Sri Lanka - 27th - 29th April 2011 
To commemorate the 30th Anniversary, the PGIM is organizing Academic Sessions to be held 
from 27th to 29th April 2011. The event will begin with an Alumni Day on the 27th of April 2011. 
There will be several symposia, plenary & guest lectures and free paper sessions on the next two 
days. The Alumni Day hopes to bring together postgraduate trainees of the PGIM, including Sri 
Lankan expatriates in the UK. Professor Rezvi Sheriff would like to invite you to participate in this 
landmark event of the PGIM. If you would like to participate or submit abstracts, please contact: 
 Dr Pandula Siribaddana (pasiribaddana@yahoo.com), Secretary, Organising Committee, 30th 
Anniversary Academic Sessions, Postgraduate Institute of Medicine, Colombo, Sri Lanka. 
 

You can also submit abstracts or register for the sessions by visiting the Conference web site, 
www.pgimsessions.org. The deadline for submitting abstracts would be 31st January 2011.  

 
PGIM Alumni are also invited to join the membership of the PGIM Alumni Association (PGIMAA). 
The application form can be downloaded from: 
www.cmb.ac.lk/pgim/pgimaa/ApplicationforMembership.pdf 
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Charity Ball 2010 - A Dance Like No Other 
 
The dew dropped flora and fauna and the 
sweetly scented vibrant blossoms of the 
Birmingham Botanical Gardens provided a 
beautiful backdrop for the Annual Charity Ball 
of the Sri Lankan Medical & Dental 
Association (SLMDA) on Saturday the 18th 
September 2010. This was a venue that 
stood out from the usual Sri Lankan dance 
venues on Bath Road, Heathrow in that the 
setting was idyllic amidst lush, green foliage 
and the ambience had a rapport with nature. 
In keeping with the floral theme, the tables in 
the opulent Garden Suite were named after 
flowers & the décor, in various hues of lilac & 
purple, blended tastefully with the 
surrounding greenery. 
 
The move away from London did not seem to 
adversely affect attendance however, as a 
crowd of nearly 300 guests, mostly of Sri 
Lankan origin & mostly doctors & dentists by 
profession were present at this dance. 
Departing from tradition over a third of the 
guests were youth which brought promise to 
the future of the association. Following a 
sumptuous three-course meal, Dr Rasieka 
Jayatunga, the President of the SLMDA, 
addressed the guests, requesting that a 
minuteôs silence was observed in memory of 
the co-founder of the SLMDA ï Dr Jeewa 
Siriwardena and the brothers of four 
members of the committee who had died 
within the previous three months. She 
emphasised on the ethnic harmony, which 
bonded the committee, and advocated that 
Sri Lanka should emulate the same. She also 
elaborated on the Limb Fitting Project, run by 

Dr. Bandara Panangamuwa who has to date 
fitted over 500 limbs to the limbless in the IDP 
camps in Sri Lanka during the past 15 
months. She urged well wishers to donate 
funds to this worthy cause, and thereby 
contribute to the betterment of those 
disadvantaged fellow countrymen in our 
Motherland. 
 
A short traditional dance item by Miss Indula 
Bopitiya & Miss Sayuri Serasingha provided 
variety to the eveningôs entertainment while 
the compere, Mr Raveen Jayasuriya, a 5th-yr 
medical student, ensured that the night 
unfolded smoothly. The excellent band 
Exceed, (led by Mr Praveen Karunasena) 
delighted the guests with a fantastic 
repertoire of music, appealing to all ages & 
tastes, which had them dancing the night 
away. Feeling was unanimous that the 
association had finally found the secret 
formula to engage with the youth and provide 
entertainment across the age boundaries. 
 
There was a general consensus that this was 
a dance like no other, with the emphasis 
being on quality than quantity, taking the 
SLMDA to new heights, and providing a 
breath of fresh air on the usual Sri Lankan 
dinner dance circuit. As Birmingham was 
waking to greet the Pope, the guests 
departed at 1.30 am with the feeling that this 
was the best Annual Charity Ball the 
association had organised in its 28-year 
history. 
 
The event raised more than £3000. 

 

 

Annual Charity Ball 2011 
@ 

Radisson Edwardian Heathrow Hotel 140 Bath Road Hayes Middlesex UB3 5AW 

 

22 October 2011  
 

Please keep the date free  
  



Picture Gallery  
 

Charity Ball 2010  
 

       
                  Welcome!                                            President & the supporting cast 
 

   
                      Classical Dance Waltzing the night away 
 

   
                       Smiles say it all    Happy and content 
 

   
 More money for the SLMDA!                A jolly good show                          Time to rest our feet 
  



 

 

  
                              Pure bliss     He is all mine 
 

   
                      Glorious past Presidentsô Club 
 

   
      Beauty and the... Past President        Shall we? 
 

   
                A lot to smile about      Oh! To be young 

 
 Photographs: Dr. Sati Ariyanayagam 
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